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ACDA-05 /071 W 
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FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5196 
INFO AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
DOD WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
CINCPAC 

SECRET CANBERRA 1410 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1. 

TAGS: MARR, MPOL, AS, NZ, SN, UK 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN PRESS TREATMENT OF CONTROL OF STORES 
BASIN AND FUEL DEPOT IN SINGAPORE 

REF: WELLINGTON 0568 

1. WASHINGTON STORY BY NZPA STAFF CORRESPONDENT BRUCE KOHN 
ON NEW ZEALAND PRESENCE IN SINGAPORE (REFTEL) IS SIMILAR TO 
STORY DATELINED WASHINGTON FEB 25 AND PUBLISHED IN MELBOURNE 
HERALD OF FEB 26, WITH HEADLINE QTE CHIP IN FOR ASIAN BASE, 

SAYS U.S. END QTE. HERALD ARTICLE BY PETER COSTIGAN BE- 
GINS, QTE THE U.S. WANTS AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND TO TAKE 

A BIGGER SHARE OF THE MANPOWER AND FINANCIAL COSTS OF THE 
NAVAL BASE AT SINGAPORE. END QTE FROM APPEARANCES. COSTI 
GAN ARTICLE COVERS MUCH THE SAME GROUND AS NEW ZEALAND ARTI 
CLE WHICH HAS CAUSED EMBARRASSMENT IN WELLINGTON. 

2. JOHN KNIGHT, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO AUSTRALIAN OPPOSITION 
SECRET 
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LEADER SNEDDEN, CALLED EMBOFF MAR 4 TO ASK WHAT WERE THE 
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FACTS BEHIND THE COSTIGAN ARTICLE. EMBOFF POINTED OUT THAT 
PUBLICLY-KNOWN BRITISH DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM SINGAPORE 
HAS RAISED ISSUE OF FUTURE DISPOSITION OF FACILITIES, 

AND THIS IS MAIN QUESTION INVOLVED. HOWEVER, U.S. DOES 
NOT CONTROL BASE AND NEVER HAS CONTROLLED BASE, WHICH HAS MOST 
RECENTLY BEEN UNDER ANZUK MANAGEMENT. U.S. IS, OF COURSE, INTER- 
ESTED IN WHAT HAPPENS TO THIS IMPORTANT FACILITY. KNIGHT 
INDICATED THAT OPPOSITION MAY ASK QUESTION IN PARLIAMENT 
BASED ON COSTIGAN ARTICLE, DESIGNED TO ELICIT STATEMENT OF 
LABOR GOVERNMENT POLICY ON ISSUE. LATER ON MARCH 4 ANDREW 
PEACOCK, OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION TO EMBOFF FOR EXPLANATION OF MATTER TOUCHED ON 
IN COSTIGAN ARTICLE AND INDICATED HE WOULD RAISE ISSUE IN 
PARLIAMENT AT SUITABLE OPPORTUNITY. 

HARROP 
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